
Notes for Remarks of the AECID’s representative at the launching of the Joint Communication 
Campaign for Prevention of Domestic Violence 

  

          I’m happy to represent the development partners who want to join efforts to achieve one of the 
more difficult challenges of our societies: eliminate gender based violence and domestic 
violence. It is a problem shared by all our countries, it is far from being solved, and its reduction 
should be considered an international public good.  

          We are aware that the only way to have some impact in this daily tragedy is through a holistic 
approach, with the participation of the government, civil society and the international community 
working in the same direction. 

         In this regard, the present campaign is one more step towards the most difficult battle for peace 
that can be imagined: the one that happens inside our homes all around the world, even inside 
each person. A modern approach to behavioral change to win this battle is deeply concerned with 
freedom, to the full extent of the word. We all agree that to achieve this change is essential the 
awareness of the problem through information and communication about gender based violence 
and domestic violence. 

I want to stress the positive approach of the campaign, recognizing that, even though various 
forms of gender based violence are too frequent, most people have a good behavior, a human 
behavior in the full meaning of the word. Positive relationships constitute the normality and that 
is the base to fight against violent attitudes. And this message is especially important for normal 
men who could be better allies in overcoming some of the more common behavioral causes of 
violence coming from not so normal men. 
 
We have been following up the difficulties of this ambitious process that aims to make a 
difference in such a complex matter, facing all kind of problems, including our own institutional 
weaknesses in the international development cooperation framework. Specifically, I want to 
thank PyD for their very special effort in opening paths of partnership and development. 
Congratulations, you have done it. 
 
Last but not least, we want to recognize the clear commitment of the Royal Government of 
Cambodia to gender equality issues, proved by the institutional and legal framework lead by the 
Ministry of Women Affairs. Thank you for making us part of the team and taking into reality the 
willingness of our people, who want to invest part of their taxes in the fight against any kind of 
violence together with the people of Cambodia. 
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